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[To mpodecnonanno HanpasieHue 2.2. Mictopus u apxeonorus (Apxeoyiorus

(PuMcka u cpeJHOBEKOBHA apX€OJIOTHS Ha OBJITapCKUTE 3€MH),
o0siBeH B J[bpkaBeH BeCTHUK, Op. 63 ot 1 aBryct 2025 .,
C CIMHCTBEH KaHIUIaT

ri. ac. 1-p MUPOCJIABA CTONJIOBA I'EOPI'MEBA

Kangunparkara ri. ac. n1-p MupocnaBa ['eoprueBa oTtroBapss Ha MUHUMAJIHUTE
M3HUCKBaHUsA 3a JOIyCKaHe N0 KOHKypc. KaHauaaTkaTa umMa IOCTaThbYHO YacOBE
3a Ja WU3MOBJIHU ChOTBETHUA HopmatuB B HO3Y. CunHo BoewaTiaeHHe MpaBu
rojieMusaT Opoil JEKIMOHHU KypCOBE, MOATOTBEHHW OT KaHauaaTkata — 12
OakanaBbpCKH Kypca (6 3aAbJDKUTENHUA U 6 u30upaeMu); 8§ MarucThbpCcKu Kypca
(4 3ampmxkutenHu U 4 m3bupaemu). KM Tax TpsiOBa nma ce mobaBu u 1 Kypce
CEMUHAPHU YNPAXKHEHUS, KAKTO U TEPCHHH MPAKTUKU 32 OaKaJaBpu U MarucTpu.
B cbuioro Bpeme T € pbkoBOAWIA 9 AYIIU JUIJIOMAHTH, PbKOBOUIA € TpUMA

CTyAeHTH (T. Hap. TIOTOPHUHT), HaMKcaaa ¢ 15 pereH3uun 3a TUIUIOMHN PadOTH U
p.
3a HacTosAmMs KOHKYPC KaHJuJaTKaTa € MpeAcTaBuUiia JBE MOHOrpaduu

(emHaTa OT KOMTO € qUcepTalys 3a MpuIoOrBaHe Ha 0Opa3oBaTeIHaTa U HAyYHA

CTENEeH ,,JJOKTOP*) ¥ eJHa OCHOBHA, TMET CTYAHH (JIB€ OT KOUTO B ChaBTOPCTBO) U



oceM cTtaTuu (B B ChaBTOPCTBO). OT Te3W MPEJCTABEHU TPYJOBE, OCEM Ca
MOCBETCHH Ha u3cieaBaHus BbpXy CpeaHOBEKOBHUETO, a MIECT BbPXY pPUMCKATa

ernoxa, v €J{Ha BbpPXy UCTOPUSTA HA ApXEOJIOTHUYECKOTO APYKeCcTBO B CaHJaHCKHU.

B craTunte mocBeTeHN Ha pUMCKaTa ermoxa € 3acThIIeHa TJIaBHO (PMHEpapHa
TeMaTuKa, CBbp3aHa ¢ morpedannute obwdau B AH. FOroszamagna bwirapus,
OUYCBHJIHO IUJIOJT HA IBITOTOIUIITHUTE apXEOJIOTHYECKH MpOydYBaHUS HAa M.
I'eoprueBa. OT TaX, OMX HCKaa Aa orOee)ka Ta3u MOCBETEHA Ha TPOOHUIIATA B
Kpynnuk, 0611, brnaroesrpan, kosto e myoiukyBaHa B pedepupano criucanue. Ts
€ YHHKaJHA KaTo IJIaH M KOHCTPYKIIUS 3a CeralrHata TepuTopus Ha bearapus.
ABTOpKaTa Hamupa mHapajied ¢ HSIKOM TPOOHMIIM C KPbCTOBUJIEH IUIAH Ha
TEPUTOpUATA HA CTpaHaTa, KaTo OTIMYaBa HEWHUTE OCOOCHOCTH, KOWTO 5
oT/ajnevyaBaT OT Ta3W rpyna NMaMETHUIM U i TPUOIMXKaBaT 10 TPOOHUIM OT
pumckute npoBuHimu Cupus u Ilanectuna. Ha Gazara Ha ToBa T H3BEXIa
XHUIIOTE3aTa, Y€ B TO3M PAHOH € MMAJIO MPECENHUIM OT Te3UW M3TOYHH PHUMCKHU
IPOBHUHINH. BaxeH € 1 U3BOIBT, MPEJBU/ U HA JaTHPOBKATa HAa MaMETHHUKA (OK.
cpemara Ha [V B.), 4e HsAMa CUTYpPHHU JaHHU 3a XPUCTUSHCKHS XapakTep Ha
rpooHunaTta. OT Te3u CTaTUH 1Ie 0TOeNek,a U Ta3h NOCBETEHa Ha 0OpeaHOCTTa B
HEKPOTOJIUTE OT PUMCKATA ernoxa 1o nopeunero Ha p. Ctpyma, T0KOJIKOTO B HEs
Ce TMpPEACTaBIT apXeOoJOTMYeCKW JMJaHHM 3a MPOIBIDKABAHETO Ha HIKOH
norpedalHy MPaKTUKH OT MPEAPUMCKUTE HEKPOIIOIN B TO3M paiioH. TakuBa ca
Hafp. OMaJBaHETO Ha MSICTOTO Ha MOTpeOCHHETO, HATpPOIIaBaHE HA CHIOBE, T.

Hap. XpaHCHC Ha MbPTBUA, )KUBOTHUHCKHU KCPTBOIIPHUHOIICHUSI.

B cnemumanHa craths KaHOuJIaTKata € WU3QUPUIIA U U3CIEABAIa BCUYKHU
VU3BECTHU KAaMEHHM YpHM OT pHUMCKaTa €Iroxa Ha TEepUTOpHUATa Ha JHEIIHA
bparapusi, KOETO € MHOTO MHTEPECHO, JOKOJIKOTO CTaBa BBIIPOC 3a €IHA HOBA
TpaauLUsl JOHECEHAa OT PUMJIISIHUTE MO HAIIWTE 3€MH. [€3W M3CIEeIBaHUS Ca

IMpCaACTAaBCHU U OT €IHA CTAaTUs, IIOCBCTCHA HA I'PYIId AaHTUYHHA Fp06HPI KOMIIJICKCH



or pailioHa Ha pekute Crpyma u Mecrta, KaTo € NPOCIEIECHO TAXHOTO

PasnIpoCTpaHCHUC YaK 00 CpeI[HOBeKOBI/IeTO.

Ha mnorpebannara TeMaTuka ca TOCBETEHM W HSIKOM HU3CJECABAHUS,
nyOJIMKyBaHU B HeepupaHW U3JIaHMs, KOETO T'M IpaBU HE MO-MaJKO BaXKHH,
JIOKOJIKOTO Ta3H Kiacu(UKaIis UMa HE JI0 TaM Hay4YeH XapaKTep U ce OCHOBaBa
Ha popmaiinu O6ene3u. TakaBa e ctaTusita ( B ChbaBTOPCTBO) MOCBETEHA HA OOTaTUs
MOTHUJIEH Hekporoi kpai c. JleBerak, KapHoOaTcko, OT KBAETO MPOU3XOXKIAT
MHOT'0 MHTEPECHU HaXOJKH. YacT oT TAX ca mpelaThpaHu, U MPeuu3upaHu 1o

OTHOICHHWEC HAa TCPMHUHOJIOTHATA.

Tyk HsMa Aa pasriaexaaM MoHorpadusTa ,,MOruiHu rpoOHU KOMIUIEKCH B
lOrozamanna Tpakusi npe3 pumckara enoxa (I-IV B.). bmaroesrpan 2025 r.,
JIOKOJIKOTO TS TpEACTaBisBa JUCEpTAIlUMsATa HAa KaHIWJaTKaTa, U B HeEsS Ce

O606H_IaBaT qacCT OT MaTCpHUAJIMTC pa3rjicJaHn B pasrjiiCJaHUTC I10-TOPC CTaTUH.

[To-rossiMata 4YacT OT TMPEAJIOKEHUTE 3a KOHKypca IyOJIuKaluu ca
nocBeTeHM Ha CpeaHOBEKOBHATa emoxa. Tyk Ie pasrienaMm IMo-ToApOOHO
npeAcTaBeHaTa 3a KOHKypca MoHorpadusi, KOSTO Urpae poJjisitTa Ha
xabunuranmoneH Tpya — ,,lIbpkoBHaTa apxutekrypa B lOrozanagna bwarapus
(IX-XVII B.). B Hes ca oOeauHeHH pe3ylATaTUTE OT JABJITOTOIUIITHUTE
IPOYYBaHUs HA KaHIMAATKATa, KOUTO €A MPEACTABEHU U B OTHACIHU CTATHUH,

IMPCACTABCHU 3a KOHKYpPCa.

MarepuanbT € OpraHu3upaH XPOHOJOTMYECKH, B TPU TJIaBU, C €IUH
MIPEArOBOP, BHBEXK/IAIIA YACT, 3aKIIOUYECHUE, U JBE MHOTO BaXXHU MPUIIOKECHHUS,
€IHO OT KOMTO € KaTaJIor Ha pasriexIaHuTe UbpKBU. B mpearosopa aBropkara
¢ukcupa reorpadckuTe paMKi Ha CBOeTO u3ciieqsane — KOrozamanna buiarapus,
KaToO IOSICHSIBA, Y€ CTaBa BBIPOC 3a JHEIIHUA bilaroeBrpajcku OKpbI Ha
bearapus, nopeunsita Ha p. Ctpyma u MecTta B onpeiesieHd OTpsI3blUU. TakbB
euH reorpadCcku apean Mpeau3BUKBa YUyABaHE OT UCTOpPUUECKA IJIe{HA TOUYKA,

BBIIPCKH, YC T € IIOACHUIIA, YC TO3HU pa1710H € 4CCT OT IOro3amnagHuTe rnpcacii Ha



CpennoBekoBHa beirapus. Pazoupa ce, Tyk e TpsiOBasio Ja ce mpeojoiiee eauH
OCHOBEH MIpoOJieM — Y€ BBIPOCHUTE TEPUTOPHUHU B PATUUYHUTE MEPUOIU UMAT
pa3IMYHO OTHOILICHWE KbM bbirapckara app:kaBa M HEWHATa TEPUTOPUS — B
nepuoaa IX-XI B. Te HE ca 4acT OT KOrO3alaJHUTE MPEAECIM Ha JbprKaBara,
JIOKOJIKOTO OTO3alajHaTa TpaHulla € Jajied Ha 3amajl, Ha TePUTOpUsATa Ha JH.
Anbanus, mpe3 T. Hap. BTopo Obarapcko mapcTBo craBaT 3a H3BECTHO BpeMe, HO
¥ 4ecTo He ca. J[a He TOBOpUM 3a BU3AHTUHCKHUS U OCMAHCKHS MEPUOAH, KOTATO
HAMa bbirapcka appkaBa. AKO Ce€ TMOMJIEJHE B ETHUYECKHM CMHCHJI Ta3d
TEPUTOPHS HUKOra He ¢ Ouja IorosamajHa 4YacT OT bbeiarapus, JOKOIKOTO
ObJIrapckaTa €THHYECKAa TEPUTOpPHUS CE€ MPOCTHUpa Jajed Ha 3amaja. Taka de
aBTOpKara ¢ m30payna eauH (opmasieH Oeyer 3a omnpeseisHe Ha apeaja Ha
IIPOyYBaHE, JHEIIHUTE FOr03aIaJHi OBJITapCcKu 3eMH, KOUTO 0Oayve € onpaBaaH
OT IJI€JTHA TOYKA Ha Bb3MOXHOCTUTE U PEAM3alUUTE 32 MPOy4YBaHe. B ch1oTo
BpEMeE TO3H ITOJIX0]T Ch3/1aBa U MPOOJIEeMH, JOKOIKOTO H30JIMpa paiioHa OT IPYTH,
CBhCEJIHU, KOUTO UMAT €JHAKBO UCTOPUUYECKO PA3BUTHE, HO CEra Ca OTMAEJICHU OT
ChbBPEMEHHM aJMUHUCTPATUBHU T'PAHULM, JbPKABHU WJIM BBTPEIIHOABPKABHU.
B unTEpec Ha UCTHHAaTa aBTOpKaTa € yroBOpuja BCHUYKO TOBa B MPEATOBOpA U €

IMpCoa0Jis1JIa TOBA OI'PAaHUUCHUC C HAKOU OT IIPUBJICUCHUTC I1aApaJICIIN.

Karo mponyckam 3aabipkuTentara pusnko-reorpadcka xapakTepuCTHKA Ha
paiioHa, C KOSITO 3alo4Ba KHUTaTa, TS MPOABJKABA C MPETrJe] Ha UCTOpUATA Ha
paiioHa, C OrJie]l Ha apXeo0JIOTUYECKOTO HacliencTBO. JIornuHO mperiiena 3anoyna
¢ pebopmute Ha Jluokneruan u Koucrantun | Benuku, cupeu c II-1V B.
[IpoapmxaBa ¢ BApBapCKUTE HALLIECTBUS U IPOMEHUTE, KOUTO HACTABAT CIIE] THX,
3aBJIAJIIBAHETO HA Ta3W TepuTOpusl OT bbiarapckara abppkaBa mpe3 IbpBaTa
nonoBrHa Ha [X B. u nip. 3ThKBa ce Bb3CTAHOBSBAHETO HA METHMK KaTO BOCHHO-
CTpaTerHyecKu LEeHTBP OT [X B. HaceTHe, Karo BaxkHA KpPEIOCT, KOWUTO
KOHTposiupa mpoxoja no p. Crtpyma. Torasa, npesmnosnara aBTopkara, Ha 6azara

Ha HSKOW TO-paHHU M3CJIe/IBaHUs, € Bh3CTaHOBeHa Oaszunukara ,,CB. Hukoma®,



KOSITO € €JIHa OT ,,CeIEMTE ChOOPHU IIBPKBU * TOCTPOEHU OT KHs13 bopuc- Muxaun
cien nokpbeTBaneTo, cnopen Teodunakt Oxpuacku (kpas Ha XI B. — Hau. Ha XII
B.) ¥ KOUTO (PUKCHUpAT aIMUHUCTPATUBHATA CTPYKTypa Ha bharapckara irbpkBa B
TO3U niepuo. Tst KOpeKTHO e IuTUpaia aBTopkata Ha ToBa MHeHue (B. Hemesa),
HO TO JIOpY HE € XHUIOTE3a, JOKOJKOTO 32 HEro HAMa HUKAKBHU JI0Ka3aTEJICTBA.
BornpochT He MOke 11a ce cuuTa 3a U3ACHEH e()MHUTUBHO, HO BCE MaK TPsOBa Ja
C€ MOCoYaT HIKAaKBU OCHOBaHMS. ChIIOTO CE OTHACS W A0 XUIIOTE3aTa, Y€ TO3H
palioH € TMOoJ KOPUCIUKIHATA Ha enuckonusirta ,Benuka“ Ha cB. KioumeHt
Oxpuacku. Ts ce ocHoBaBa Ha enHa unes Ha [letsp Konenapos (moBTopena B 1mo-
HOBO BpeMe oT X. MaTaHOB U CIIOPAIUYHO OT APYTH aBTOPH), KOSITO C€ OCHOBaBa
TJIaBHO Ha HAKOJIKO €MUCKOICKH HOTHIINH, O€3 /1a Ce IBPKU CMETKA 3a TAXHATa
JATUPOBKA WM TMPUHIIMIIHA KOHCEPBAaTUBHOCT. AKO MEJIHHUK € TOJIKOBA TOJIAM
I'bPKOBEH IIEHTHP B TO3U IEPUOJ, TOTaBa BH3HUKBA BBIPOCHT KbllE € O
IEHTHPHT HA enmucKonusATa Ha cB. KimmMeHT, ako He B Hero? Oriie moBeue, Ha poHA
Ha clie/IBallaTa XWIOTE3a, Y€ TOW € CTaHaJl E€MUCKOMUA MO BPEMETO KOraTo
natpuapmusta € B [Ipecna, Ha 0a3aTa Ha MPENOI0KEHUETO, Y€ € MPUCHCTBAT B
HE CTUTHAJIUTE JI0 HaC HAJIKUCHU OT MaTpuapiieckara ibpksa ,,Cs. Axun“! Koeto
CBIIO € JOCTaThbUYHO XHUIMOTETHYHO. Pasriexxmaam To3u Moke OM MapryuHajieH
BBIIPOC OT MOHOTpadusaTa, TOBa HE € OCHOBHATA W II€JI, HO UMa OTHOIICHUE KbM

BBIIPOCA 3a JaTUPOBKaTa Ha MOAPOOHO pa3rieaaHara ubpksa ,,Cs. Hukona*!

Jlpyr YHCTO MCTOPUYECKH BBIPOC, KOWUTO UWMa OTHOIIEHHE KbM
apXeoJIOTMYECKOTO HACIEACTBO, € TO3H 32 IPOMEHUTE B CEIMIIHATA MPEXkKA CIE]
OCMaHCKOTO HalllecTBHUE. ABTOpKaTa J00pe € Mmokazajga MPOMEHUTE, KOUTO ca
HAaCTBIIWIN B HAKOW paiionn (CpeaHa Mecta), CpaBHEHUETO C JAPYTH PaoOHH,
KbJieTo HsMa TakuBa pomeHu (Cpeana Ctpyma u Paznor) u ToBa o0sicHsIBa 10
roJjisiMa CTENEH Pa3BUTUETO HA IbPKOBHOTO U MAHACTHUPCKO CTPOUTEIICTBO B TE€3U

paioHH.



B Ta3u yact uma u CrOpHH TBBHPACHHS, KOUTO MOXKE OU ca pe3yJTar Io-
CKOPO Ha HEeMpenu3Hu u3paszu. TakoBa € Hamp. TBBPAECHUETO, Y€ ,,0CMAHCKATA
BJIACT HE HapylllaBa TEPUTOPUATTHUTE CTPYKTYPH HA EHOPHMCKUTE CTPYKTYPH U
HE Ce€ pa3BUBa IapajeiHa MIOCIOJIMAHCKa penuruo3Ha crpykrypa® (c. 30).
Enopuiickute cTpykTypH, pa3dupa ce He ce OIpelessT OT OCMaHCcKaTa BJIacT, a
Pa3BUTHUETO Ha MIOCIOJIMAHCKA pEJIUTHO3HAa CTPYKTypa HE 3aBUCH OT
XPUCTUSIHCKATA, & OT OpOsi U CHCTOSTHUETO Ha MIOCIOJIMAHCKOTO HACEJICHHE IO
mecta. [logoOHu TBBbpAEHUs ca pox0Oa Ha CUIIHA UCTOpPUOrpadCKa TEHICHLMS,
KOSITO Ha 0a3aTa Ha HOBONMYOJWKYBaHM OCMAaHCKU JOKYMEHTH OTCJIa0Ba, HO BCE

omIc MOJKE Ja €€ CPCIIHC B I/ICTOpI/IOFpa(l)I/I}ITa.

TpeTaTa 4acT OT BbBEACHUETO € MOCBETEHA HA UCTOPUSATA HA ITPOYYBAHUATA
1o TeMaTta. ABTOpKaTa o3HaBa J00pe nucropuorpadusiTa Ha Te3U NPOyUBAHUS U
OperyieabT € J0CTaThb4HO IbjieH. KaTo TpsOBa HempeMeHHO Aa ce OObpHE
BHUMAaHHE, Y€ JUTEepaTypara € 3HaYUTEIHA, OCOOEHO IO CE€ OTHACS 0 HAKOU
4acTH OT W3CJIeBaHMUs panoH, Hanp. MenHuk. Tyk Moxe na ce Hampasu
3a0enexKka OTHOCHO Mojipeadara Ha Mperjiena, Karto oOlUTe CbUUHEHUS BbPXY
uctopusata Ha beiarapckarta nbpkBa (Hanp. ceunHeHusta Ha b. Hukonosa u O.

TomopoBa), ce OTAEHAT OT 00U TIPETIIe].

IIppBaTa I1aBa € MOCBETEHA Ha LIBPKOBHATA apXUTEKTypa IO BpeME Ha
[IspBOTO OBArapcko mapcTtBo. ChBCEM MPABUIHO aBTOPKaTa pasriiexjia TO3H
BBIIPOC Ha 0a3aTa Ha IPUEMCTBEHOCTTA C ApXUTEKTypaTa Ha KbCHATa AHTUYHOCT,
npe/icTaBeHa KaTo TUI IbPKOBHA Crpajia Hali-yecTo oT Oa3unukara. Hampagen e
noipo0O€eH Mperiie]] Ha paHHOXPUCTUSHCKUTE IIbPKBU B pailoHa, KOETO MpUJIaBa

OCHOBAa U I[T)J'I60‘II/IHa Ha U3CJICABAaHCTO.

CrnenBa enHa 4acT, KOATO € IOCBETEHAa Ha PAa3BUTUETO HAa I[bpKOBHATa
apXUTEKTypa BbpXy Teputopusita Ha [IbpBOTO OBATapCcKO LAPCTBO, KBAETO
CUHTE3UPAHO € HAIpPaBEH IPEryie]] Ha U3BECTHUTE JOCETa [IbPKOBHHU NOCTPOMKH

OT TO3H IICPHUO. HanpaBeHa c KJ'IaCI/I(l)I/IKaHI/ISI Ha TC3U HOCTpOfIKPI, KOATO € Ba’KHa



C Oorjej M3CIEABAHETO Ha IbPKOBHATA APXUTEKTypa B M3CJCABAHUS PaNOH.
OO6sicHeHa € mpUYKMHATAa 3a MpeodaaBaHeTO Ha OCHOBHHUS IIbPKOBEH THUII B TO3U
nepuoji, 6a3uIrKaTa, KakTo (DYHKIIMOHAIIHO, TaKa M C OIJIe]l Ha W3BBPIIBAHUTE

OOTroCITyKCHHS.

Ha 0Oa3zara na moapoGeH mperjea Ha JUTepaTypara M HUCTOpUATA Ha
MpPOYyYBAaHUSITA € U3JUTHATA TE€3aTa, Y€ Hali-M3BECTHATA IIbPKBAa HA TEPUTOPHUATA
Ha paiioHa — Oasmimkara ,,CB. Hukoma®“ B MenHUK, KOSTO € KbCHOAHTHYHA, €
Bb3cTaHOBeHa Tipe3 [IbpBoTO OBATapcko mapctBo. IlompodHO € pasrienana
apXUTEKTypaTa Ha IIbPKBATa, KOSITO MOBTaps IUIaHA Ha IMO-CTapara MoCcTpoiKa,
KAaKTO U MPOMEHUTE, KOUTO TS npeThbprsiBa. [locouBar ce nmapanenu. [locrass ce
OTHOBO BBIIpOCa 3a CTaryTa Ha IbpkBaTa mpe3 [IbpBOoTO OBIATapcko 1ApCTRBO,
KOWTO BBIIPOC HE MOXKE JIa Ob/ie peIieH N1ePUHUTUBHO, KaTO CE MMa MPEIBUI, Ue
unesara Ha B. HemeBa, ye nppkBaTa € e1Ha OT CEAEMTE KaTeApalHU LIbPKBU B
cnen IlokpbcTBaHETO € HEMPUEMIIMBA. ABTOpPKATa ChbBCEM MPABUIIHO MPUEMa, Ue
HSIMa JaHHHW B TO3U NEepHo] MENHUK /1a € OWJl eMUCKOTICKU IIEHThp. BaxkeH e u
U3BOJBT, U€ CPEJl IPOYUCHUTE BHB BHHIITHUS Ipajl HA MEeTHUK [IbPKBU, HIMa HUTO
enHa, koo na ce gatupa ot IX-XI B., koeTo € gocra nokasarenHo. basunukara
,CB. Hwuxonma“ e eguHcTBEeHaTa B KOATO HMa  3aCBUJCTEIICTBAH
PaHHOCPETHOBEKOBEH CTPOUTENCH nmepuo. KbM Tax morar jia 0baaT 100aBeHU
caMo oImie JBe IIbpKBU — enHokopabuataB M. Illumorcko, kpait bancko wu

TPUKOHXaJHaTa bpkBa B ¢. Kynara.

[ToapoOHO ce pasriexaaT U UHTEPECHUTE TPUKOHXAJIHU ITbPKBU, KATO Ta3H
B Kynara nanp., ¢ mapanenu B ['bpuus, Copoust u Pymbuus, makap, ue B Crpous
1 PyMbHMS, aKO U3M0JI3BaMe ChBPEMEHHUTE Ha3BaHUS Ha T€3U TEPUTOPHUH, Ca T10-
KbCHU. Moxke Ou TpsiOBa N1a ce OOBpHE BHHMAaHHE Ha TMOJAOOHM ITBPKBU Ha
TEPUTOPHATA HA ChbBpeMeHHAa AJOaHMS, W IMO-CIICIHATHO Ha IOKHATa W Yacr,
KOWTO B TO3M MEPHOJ € Toja Obiarapcka BiacT. ToBa MOAKpeNs HW3BOJa Ha

ABTOpKarTra, 4€ TC3M HObPKBH CC CpPCUIAT MNPCAMMHO B 3allaAHUTC YaCTH Ha



brearapckara nppkaBa. Hakpas Ha Tas3u riiaBa ce mpaBu e€HO 0000IIeHHnE, KaTo

CC U3BCKIA THUIIOJOTHUATA HA HBPKOBHUTC CTpadd B TO3U paﬁOH.

Bropa rnaBa € mocBeTeHa Ha IIbPKOBHATa apXUTEKTypa B pailoHa mpes
BU3aHTHIiCKUA mnepuon W Btoporo Obarapcko wnapctBo. Otbens3aHu ca
INPOMEHUTE B OOIIECTBEHATa CTPYKTypa U TIXHOTO OTPaXXCHHE BBPXY
IIbPKOBHATA apXUTEKTypa, KAKTO 3a BU3AHTHMCKHUS MEpHOJ, Taka u 3a BToporo
obparapcko napctBo. [Ipocnenenu ca 1 npoMeHUTE B LIbPKOBHOTO CTPOUTENICTBO,
KOUTO C€ ABDKAT Ha (YHKIMOHATHH MPUYNHHU CBBP3aHU C OOTOCITYKEHHETO.
TaxbB e Hamp. U3BOABT, Y€ KOHXAIHUTE IIBPKBU 10 BpeMe Ha BTopoTo 6barapcko
[IApCTBO ca MPeIu BCHYKO MaHACTUPCKH, U CIy’KaT 3a [EJINTe Ha MaHACTUPCKOTO

OorociyxeHue.

[IpaBunHO M3CieABaHUSI PaliOH € pa3J/ieJieH Ha JIB€ 4acTHU — JOJIMHATa Ha
Ctpyma u nonauHata Ha MecTa, KaTo Taka ca MOCTUTHATH Ha-MaJiKo JBE LIEIH —
OTKpOSIBAT C€ MeECTara C KOHUEHTpaUHWs HAa LbPKOBHHU CTrpaigd, KaKTO U CE

Ha0eJII3BaT HIKOM MECTHH OCOOEHOCTH.

[TonpoOHO ce pa3riexaa 0THOBO METHUK, FOJIsIM LIbPKOBEH LIEHTHP MO TOBA
BpEME, EMUCKOIICKA M TIOCIE MHUTPOIOIUTCKH, MSICTOTO C Haill-rojisMa
KOHIICHTpAIIMS Ha I'bPKBU B paiioHa (MOJIOBUHATA OT BCUYKH IITLPKOBHH CTPAJIU B
paiioHa mpe3 To3u mepuoma). ToBa € ChbBCEM OOSCHHUMO, TOKOJIKOTO MENHHK B
€IMH MOMEHT CTaBa LIEHThP HA CAMOCTOSATENIHO BJIaJICHUE, U HETOBUST BIAJETEN,
necnotr Anexkcud CnaB € WIeAbP KTUTOpP, KAaKTO CE€ Tojlara Ha HE3aBUCHUM
Biazaeresn. CbBCEM HOPMAJTHO OTHOBO c€ OOpbBIlla BHUMaHWE Ha IbpkBaTta ,,CB.
Huxomna®, koaTo cTaBa €eMMCKOIICKA U TTOCJIE MUTPOIIOJIMTCKA. BaskHa moapoOHOCT
TYK € IIOCTPOSIBAHETO Ha KaMOaHapHs U MOCTABSHETO Ha KaMOaHa, Hali-paHHaTa
HaMepeHa Mo HaIIUTe 3€MHU, KOETO JOHACS M3KIIOUUTEITHO BaKHA MHPOpMAIIUS
OTHOCHO MOSIBATa Ha TO3M MHOTO Ba)XEH €JIEMEHT OT LIbPKOBHUS PUTyaj Ha

bankaHckus moyryoCcTpoB.



B Tta3u wact ot BTOpa rinaBa ce pasriexaaTr MoApoOHO, C HUCTOpUSATA Ha
MpPOYYBAHUSITA U OCTAHAIUTE IIBPKBU OT TO3uU mnepuoj B Mennuk — ,,CB.
Xapanamnuit“ (,,CB. ApxaHrenu*), u3BecTHara ,JBoiiHa 1bpkBa™; ,,CB.
boropoauna Cnuneoruca®, mo3Hara u otT curuius Ha Asiekcuil Cnas, ChIIO C
JBOEH Haoc; ,,CB. boropoauiia [lantanaca® (Makap, 4ye He 3HaM KaKBO O3Ha4yaBa
,»ABTOHOMEH B auole3a Ha HeBpokomnckara mutpononus?!); ,,C. IlapackeBa®;
,»CB. Iletsp u IlaBen®; ,,.BuBeaenue boropoauuno®; ,,CB. Huxona Croxku‘
(HoBata mutpononus); ,,CB. Mapuna® u np. Kem 151X € no6aBeHn u PoxxeHckus
MaHacTup ,,PoxaecTBO XpHUCTOBO, YMETO MOCTPOSBAHE CE€ CBBP3Ba CHIIO C
necnoT Anexkcuit CiiaB. OTAENHO ca pa3riielaHy IbPKBUTE B paiioHa Ha lleTpuy,
KAaKTO U B JPYru cenuuia no nopeunero Ha p. Ctpyma — Jlaromax, J{peHkoBo,
TpockoBckust Manactup ,,CB. Apxanren Mwuxamn“, mo c. bpectoBo, o06r.
Cumutiy; ,,CB. Tpouna® npu c. Kpynauk (BeposiTHO cenanuuie Ha Kpynuuikara
enuckonusi) U mp. M3KIIOYMTENTHO BaXKHO M TOJIE3HO €, Y€ Ca PEruCTPUpPaHU
BCUYKHU ITBPKOBHU OOCKTH B TO3U pailoH. CHIIOTO C€ OTHACS U A0 IIbPKBUTE MO
nopeureto Ha p. Mecra. Hali-MHOro TakmBa OOEKTH ca 3aCBUJETEIICTBAHU B
u3BecTHOTO . Jlo6bpcko (HemoObpcko), KOeTo ce CBbp3Ba ¢ HeropaTa OJMU30CT
no Punickus manactup. ['maBaTta 3aBbpIiBa ¢ 0000I1aBaHe Ha TUIIOJOTHATA HA
ubpKBUTE TIpe3 BTopoTo Obirapcko napcro. Ot peructpupanute 34 UbpKBU OT
To3u nepuoa, 18 ca Ha Teputopusta Ha MenHuk. V3BbH Hero ca onucanu 16
I'bPKBH, OT KOUTO camo 4 ca OT MmopeyueTo Ha p. MecTa, KOeTO € U3KIIFOUUTEITHO
MHTEpEeCceH U3BoJI. Pasriexaar ce OTAeTHUTE TUIIOBE IIbPKOBHU CIPAJid, KaTo ce
OTKpoOsiBaT mpeodianaBamure TunoBe. OOsICHABA ce MpUYMHATA 3a TMOosBaTa Ha
HSKOW ITBPKOBHM CTpPajid C MO-pAIbK TUMN (KaTo Hamp. T. HAp. JBYKOpaOHU
bPKBH, C BCHUKUTE PE3EPBU OTHOCHO TO3U TEPMUH), KOATO HAN-YECTO CE ThPCH
BbB (QYHKIIMUTE HAa ChOTBETHATA IbpKBa. [IpaBu ce n3Boa U ce mocTaBs BbIIpoca
32 OTCHCTBUETO HAa KPBCTOKYIIOJIHU IIBPKBH B pa3riexaaHus pailoH, KOeTo obaue

MOJKC [1a CC OBbJIKHN U Ha TCPMHUHOJIOTHUATA U3II0JI3BAHA OT aBTOPKAaTa.
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Tperata rinaBa € IOCBETEHA HAa LIBPKOBHOTO CTPOMTENICTBO B KBCHOTO
CPEAHOBEKOBUE, UJIU C ApYru AyMHU Iipe3 OcMmaHckus nepuol. T e opranuzupana
0 IIO3HATHS OT IPEJHHUTE TJIABM HAYWH — BBBEACHUE 3a IPOMEHEHMTE
UCTOPUYECKH YyCIIOBUS, OOII IMIperjies Ha LbpKOBHATa apXUTEKTypa IIO
OBIArapCKUTE 36MHU 3a TO3U MEPHUOJ, MOCIE Pa3POCTPAHEHUE HA TAMETHULIUTE B

HN3CICABAHUA paﬁOH 1 Hall-CeTHE HN3BCIKAAHC HA THUIIOJIOTUS Ha IBPKBUTC.

Tyk UMaM HU3BECTHU PE3EPBU OTHOCHO HCTOPUUYECKOTO BBBEIACHUE, KBIAETO
YyCIOBHUAITA Ca pa3riefaHd J0CTa E€IHOCTPAaHYMBO, M B HSIKAKBB CMHCHII
pe3yNTaTUTE OT MPOYYBAHUATA M HE OTrOBApPAT HA OYEpTaHATa KapThHA. ToBa
pa30upa ce IbJDKU Ha €THa U3BECTHA MHEPIUS B ICTOPUUYECKUTE U3CIICABAHUS HA
TO3U MEPUO/, C OMUCBAHE Ha €JJHa KaTacTpoduyecka KapTuHa. Te3u u3ciieIBaHus
obaue ce pa3BUBAaT, aBTOPKATa MO3HABA HAKOU MO-HOBH OT TAX, U OM MOTJa J1a T
U3M0JI3Ba MO-aKTUBHO. TS € mpuBena MpPUMEPU 3a MPEBpPHIIAHE HAa LIbPKBU B
mxamuu (,,CB. Codus u ,,Cs. I'eopru B Codus), uMa 1 MHOTO JAPYTrH TaKUBa,
HO MMa U Clly4au, KOrato Te3aTa 3a MacOBO MPEBPBIIAHE HA LIBPKBU B JHKaMUU
BEJIHAra clieJl 3aBOCBAHUETO HE ce MOTBbp)kaaBa. Karo Hamp. mbpksara ,,CB.
Codusa“ B Oxpun, ,,CB. 40 mpuennuu’ B ThbpHOBO, U3MHCIIEHATa LbPKBa ,,CB.
ITerka™ mon [xymas mxamus B IlmoBmuB, momoOen cimydait Ha IlapeBerr B
TopHoBo u mp. OuUeBHAHO MO TO3M BBIPOC TpAOBA Ja ce MOIXOXKAA
UHIUMBHAYyallHO. MHadue B caMOTO U3JIOKEHHWE TS MPAaBWIHO OTOEINA3BA, 4e
NPEBPBILIAHETO U U3001110 T0sIBaTa Ha JPKaMHUU € B Ipsika Bpbh3Ka C HaceliBaHe Ha
MIOCIOJIMAHCKO HACEJICHWE B palioHa, B pe3yJITaT Ha MpPECEIBAaHE WIM Ha
ucisimuzanus. [lo-Hamony B Tekcra T 0TOENsA3Ba M, 4e€ B MENHUK HsMa HUTO
€IUH CIy4dail 3a MpeBpbIIaHe Ha LbPKBA B JUKaMHUs, HUTO € JIOKaJU3UpaHA
JoKaMus B To3UW paiioH. Ciieql KaTo HsMa MIOCIOJIMAHCKO HAceJIeHHE, OYE€BUIHO
HSIMa HYXJa U OT JpKamMHuH. B chIIOTO Bpeme, TakbB ciydail uma B c. JleOpeH,
oOmuHa ['bpmeH, KbleTo ubpkBara ,,CB. ['eopru® e mpeBbpHaTa B JKaMus,

OYCBU/JIHO BbB BPBb3Ka C UCIIIMHU3AIIMOHHUS IIPOLEC B paI710Ha.
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B Ta3u yact € nocraBeH 3a pa3pelniaBaHe U €IMH OT OCHOBHUTE BbIIPOCH Ha
IIbPKOBHOTO CTPOUTEJICTBO MPE3 TO3U IMEPUOJl, & UMEHHO TOBA, Y€ IIbPKBUTE
YeCcTO HE C€ OTJIMYaBaT OT OOMKHOBEHUTE KbIU, H3YE3BAT KYIOJIHTE,
KamMOaHapuuTe, MOSIBABAT CE BKOIAHM XpaMoOBe, MpeodiiaiaBaT eTHOKOpAOHHUTE.
Ennn oT 0TrOBOpUTE KOMTO HAM-YECTO CE J1aBa, € UCIAMCKOTO 3aKOHOJATEJICTBO,
6e3 obaue fa ce MpUBEKIAT TEKCTOBE OT HETO. ABTOpKAaTa € MpuBeia U MHECHHSI,
KOUTO THPCAT IPYrY MPUYMHMU 3a BKOIABAHETO HA IIBPKBUTE, HAIP. HAPOIHUTE

npeaaHusl.

Kareropuuno He e BIpHO, ye a0 kpast Ha X VI B. uma 3abpaHa 3a MocTpoiika
Ha HOBHM M BB3CTAHOBSIBAHETO HA CTapu LbpKBa. MIMa HOCTaThUHO MpPUMEpPHU 3a
I'bPKBU M MaHACTUPU OT TO3U MEPHUOJ, BKJ. OT TOJEMHU LIEHTPOBE (BXK. HAMp.
IbepkBata Ha [lparaneBckusi maHactup, Ha KpeMUKOBCKUS M 1Ip.), KaTo
IpelaTUpaHeTO Ha IMOCTPOUMKHUTE HsIMa Ja CBbpIIM paboTa. ABTOpKaTa ce €
no30Baja Ha MO-cTapa JIMTepaTypa, HO TOBa O3HAadaBa caMo, ye TpsAOBa Ja ce

nonoupat no-goope uzrounuuure. Camara Ts Mo-A0J1y, Ka3pa:

»OTHOCHO CTpO€ka Ha IIbpKBU Ipe3 IbPBUTE BEKOBE OT OCMAHCKOTO
BJIaIMYECTBO TPsOBA J1a ce MMa MPEABHJ CHINO, Y€ B CEJCKUTE IMOCEICHUS Ce
MOSIBSIBA TIO-TOJISIM OpOii HOBOIIOCTPOEHHU XpaMoBe. ToBa ce IbKK HA (akTa, de
B HACEJIECHUTE CaMO C XPUCTHUSHM MECTa, KaKBOTO € U cenumieTo J[peHona,
LIppxBaTa MOXE J]a c€ BBH3IMOJI3BA OT Pa3pEeIINTETHUTE ACIIEKTH Ha UCISIMCKOTO
paBoO, OTHACSIIM CE€ JO XPHUCTUSHCKOTO KYJITOBO CTPOUTENCTBO (c. 253).
CpusaT € clydasT ¢ IIbPKBHTE Ha IOr OT Pasyior, KOMTO ca W3rpajJicHu WIH

IPEeu3rpajieHy B bPBUTE BEKOBE HA OCMAHCKOTO 3aBOeBaHUeE (C. 262).

ChIIIOTO ce OTHACS U JIO €JJHa PA3MPOCTPAHEHA JIETeHIa Cpell Hapoaa, KOSITO
10 CTpaHEH HAYMH ¢ NPOHWKHAJIAa M B HAYYHH HM3CJIC/IBaHUS, Y€ BpaTUTE Ha

IIBbPKBUTC CC IMMPABCIIN HUCKHU, 3ad [1da HC BJIC3C TYPUYHUH HA KOH.

ToBa ce oTHacs u A0 TBbPACHUA OT poaa 4€ B HbPKBUTC OT TO3HW IMECPUO CE

HaOII0/1aBaT OTKIIOHCHHS OT JIOTMHTE, U3BECTHA CBOOOA MpH M300pa3siBaHe Ha
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UKOHOTpaCKUTE CIIEHH W W3MOJ3BaHE Ha EJIEMEHTH OT T. Hap. HApOIHO
TBOpYECTBO (c. 226). Pa3bupa ce, 1ibpkoBHATA KUBOIUC MPE3 TO3U MEPUO] CE
IPOMEHS, TO3M MPOIEC MMa CBOUTE OOSCHEHUS, HO Jla C€ TBBPAU, Y€ HMa
OTKJIOHEHUS OT JOTMHTE, € Hal-MankoTo criopHo. U pa3bupa ce, mpe3 XVI-XVII
B. € paHO 3a Ja ce J0JaBAT OCOOCHOCTUTE Ha HayeBauloTo bbarapcko

BBb3paKJaHe.

[pyr uHTEpECceH cilyuyaid, KOUTO € pasrieaana aBTOpKara € IosiBaTa Ha
roJieMHM HHUIIIM Ha 3arajHara (acaaa Ha IIbPKBUTE, KOUTO MOAUEpTaBAT IJIABHUS
BxoA. T e mpuBena penuua npuMmepu - nbpksute ,,C. Ilerka®, c. Bykoso,
Krocrennuncko, ,,CB. Hukonaii“, c. Ctyaena, I[lepauniko, ,,CB. Apxanrenu®, c.
I'opanoBum, Krocrenauicko, c. JpenkoBo, biaaroesrpaacko, Ilucanara npu rp.
Pazmor, MexJy KOMTO M LBPKBH OT M3CIECABAaHHUSA DPauWoOH. Ts IpaBUIHO €
KOHCTaTUpaJia, ye Mo TO3M HaYWH C€ ThPCU CBOCOOpa3Ha MHIUBUyIU3AIUS HA
crpagure. Tyk UCKaMm caMmo Ja MPUIIOMHS, Y€ OOMKHOBEHO B JUTEpaTypara ce

TOBOPH 3a I0JKHO BJIUSHHUE, BBPBAIIO MO opeunetro Ha Ctpyma.

[IperneapT cien ToBa Ha chaOATa HA OTIACTHUTE IBPKOBHU MAaMETHHUIIM €
noApoOeH U KOHKPETEH U B HETO B MHOT'O CITy4au Ce€ U3JIM3a OT CIIOMEHATUTE T0-
rope UICOJIOTeMH ChIIECTBYBAIH B ucTopuorpadusita. Taka Hamp. ce oTOens3Ba
Ha pa3pylliaBaHe Ha IIbPKBU U MaHACTHPHU OT 3eMeTpecenus (,,CB. Xapamammnu‘,

,,CB. boropoaunia Cnimneornca®), a He HEMPEMEHHO OT OCMaHCKaTa BJIacT.

Ta3u rnaBa ChHIIO 3aBBPIIBA C PA3NPEACICHUETO HA IILPKBUTE IO TUIIOBE,
KAaTo Cca OTKPOEHU HSIKOM MHOI'O0 MHTEPECHM ClIy4yau, Halp. Ha JABYAIllCUJIHHU U
OTHOBO JBYKOpaOHM IIbpKBH. Hakpas cbhIIO uWMa TOAPOOHHM CXEMH Ha

HN3CJIICABAHUTC ITaMCTHHIIN, KAKTO U )106p€ HO)16paH CHUMKOB MaTCpHUal.

Cnen 3akmoueHueTo € moMmecteHa bubnmorpadusara. Bedye criomenax, de
aBTOpKaTa € paboTHIIa C OTPOMHA JINTEPATypa, MPEIU BCUUKO apXEOoJIOTHIecKa 1
UCTOPUYECKA, KaKTO 3a OTACJIHUTE MaMETHUIIM M HACEJICHH MECTa, Taka M 3a

paznuuHute nepuoau. Pazdupa ce, BUHaru Moxe Jia ce J00aBu Ollle JIUTeparypa.
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bux npenoppyan ga ce HaMepAT OLLE NMAPAJIECIN HA U3CIECABAHUTE CIPAJH, U3BBH
TEPUTOPHUATA HA JHELIHA bearapus, KoeTo IpeanojaraM apTopKara Ie HallpaBu
B Obnemnie. KonkpeTHu 3ariaBus HsAMa Ja IpernopbyBaM, Makap, ue Moxke Ou 1ie
¥ OBbJAT MHOTO IOJIE3HH HAKOJIKOTO KaTaJlora Ha LIbPKBU U MAHACTUPU U3/1aJICHU
B MOCJIeNHUTE TOAWHU OT MHctuTyTa mo u3KycTtBo3HaHue npu BAH, kbaero
[IAMETHUILIUTE Ca U3CJIICABAHU KOMIUIEKCHO, KaTO MCTOPUSA, apXUTEKTypa H

SKUBOIIHC!

Cnenga [Ipunosxxenue Ne 1, B KO€TO ce paBU TUIOJIOTHYECKA KITACH(PUKALIHS
Ha IbpKoBHHUTE crpagu. Cnex Hero € momecteHo lIpunoxkenme Ne 2, koeto
OpeCTaBisiBa KaTajlol Ha NPOyYEHUTE NaMETHHLM, Mo a30ydyeH pea Ha
HAaCEJICHUTE MecCTa B KOWTO c€ Hamupar. To3um KaTtajor 1o MOE€ MHEHHE €

U3KIIFOYMTENTHO BaXEH, 3aI10TO € TBbp/e MH(OPMATUBEH U YI00EH 3a MOJI3BaHe.

B 3akmoueHne OWX HCKal Ja IoAYepTas, 4Ye BBIPEKH OTIPABSHUTE
OenexKHy, padoTara € H3KJIFOYUTETHO T0JIe3Ha, U HAITBJIHO OM MOTJIa J1a U3IbJIHH
OCHOBHOTO CH TpeaHa3HaueHne — MupocnaBa ['eopruesa ja 3aeme JUTbKHOCTA
,wJaomeHT B FOrozanmagaust yausepcuteT ,,Heodput Puncku* B bnaroesrpana. 3a
TOBa a3 Ie IriacyBaM yOeIeHO M MPU30BaBaM yBa)KaeMOTO HAY4YHO XypH Ja

HOJIKPENH TO3H U300p!
13 X12025 . npod. quH Jumo Yemmemxues
Codus Kupuno-MeroaneBcku Hay4eH LEHTbP —

B’bﬂrapCKa aKaacMMs Ha HAYKHUTC
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FOR
COMPETITION FOR ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
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In professional field 2.2. History and archaeology (Archaeology (Roman and medieval archaeology of

the Bulgarian lands),
announced in the State Gazette, issue 63 of August 1, 2025,
with a single candidate
chief assistant, PhD MIROSLAVA STOILOVA GEORGIEVA

The candidate, Senior Assistant Professor Dr. Miroslava Georgieva, meets the minimum
requirements for admission to the competition. The candidate has enough hours to fulfill the relevant
standard at Southwestern University. The large number of lecture courses prepared by the candidate is
very impressive — 12 bachelor courses (6 mandatory and 6 elective); 8 master courses (4 mandatory and
4 elective). To these should be added 1 course of seminar exercises, as well as field practices for
bachelors and masters. At the same time, she has supervised 9 graduate students, supervised three

students (so-called tutoring), written 15 reviews for theses, etc.

For the current competition, the candidate has submitted two monographs (one of which is a
dissertation for the educational and scientific degree of "doctor") and one major, five studies (two of
which are co-authored) and eight articles (two are co-authored). Of these submitted works, eight are
dedicated to research on the Middle Ages, six on the Roman era, and one on the history of the

archaeological society in Sandanski.

The articles dedicated to the Roman era mainly deal with funerary themes related to the burial
customs in present-day Southwestern Bulgaria, obviously the fruit of M. Georgieva's long-term
archaeological research. Of these, 1 would like to note the one dedicated to the tomb in Krupnik,
Blagoevgrad region, which was published in a refereed journal. It is unique in terms of plan and
construction for the current territory of Bulgaria. The author finds parallels with some tombs with a
cruciform plan on the territory of the country, distinguishing its features that distance it from this group
of monuments and bring it closer to tombs from the Roman provinces of Syria and Palestine. Based on
this, she draws the hypothesis that there were settlers from these eastern Roman provinces in this region.

The conclusion is also important, given the dating of the monument (approx. mid-4th century), that there



is no reliable data on the Christian nature of the tomb. Of these articles, | would also like to mention the
one dedicated to the ritual in the necropolises of the Roman era along the Struma River, as it presents
archaeological data on the continuation of some funerary practices from the pre-Roman necropolises in
this region. Such as, for example, the burning of the burial site, the breaking of vessels, the so-called

feeding of the dead, and animal sacrifices.

In a special article, the candidate has searched for and examined all known stone urns from the
Roman era on the territory of present-day Bulgaria, which is very interesting, as it concerns a new
tradition brought by the Romans to our lands. These studies are also presented by an article dedicated
to a group of ancient burial complexes from the area of the Struma and Mesta rivers, tracing their

distribution all the way to the Middle Ages.

Some studies published in non-refereed publications have also been devoted to the burial theme,
which makes them no less important, since this classification has a less than scientific nature and is
based on formal features. Such is the article (co-authored) dedicated to the rich mound necropolis near
the village of Devetak, Karnobat region, from where many interesting finds originate. Some of them

have been re-dated and refined in terms of terminology.

Here | will not examine the monograph "Mound burial complexes in Southwestern Thrace
during the Roman era (1st-4th centuries). Blagoevgrad 2025, insofar as it represents the candidate's
dissertation, and it summarizes some of the materials discussed in the articles discussed above. The
majority of the publications proposed for the competition are dedicated to the Medieval era. Here | will
examine in more detail the monograph submitted for the competition, which plays the role of a
habilitation thesis - "Church architecture in Southwestern Bulgaria (9th-17th centuries). It unites the
results of the candidate's long-term research, which are also presented in separate articles submitted for

the competition.

The material is organized chronologically, in three chapters, with a preface, an introductory part,
a conclusion, and two very important appendices, one of which is a catalog of the churches under
consideration. In the preface, the author sets the geographical framework of her study — Southwestern
Bulgaria, explaining that it is about today's Blagoevgrad district of Bulgaria, the riverbeds of the Struma
River and Mesta in certain sections. Such a geographical area causes surprise from a historical point of
view, although she has explained that this region is often part of the southwestern borders of Medieval
Bulgaria. Of course, here a major problem had to be overcome — that the territories in question in
different periods have a different relationship to the Bulgarian state and its territory — in the period 9th-
11th centuries they are not part of the southwestern borders of the state, as the southwestern border is
far to the west, on the territory of today's Albania, during the so-called Second Bulgarian Kingdom they
become for a while, but often are not. Not to mention the Byzantine and Ottoman periods, when there

was no Bulgarian state. If we look at it in an ethnic sense, this territory has never been a southwestern



part of Bulgaria, as long as the Bulgarian ethnic territory extends far to the west. So the author has
chosen a formal feature to define the area of study, today's southwestern Bulgarian lands, which,
however, is justified from the point of view of the possibilities and realizations for study. At the same
time, this approach also creates problems, as it isolates the region from other, neighboring ones, which
have the same historical development, but are now separated by modern administrative borders, state or
intrastate. In the interest of truth, the author has agreed on all this in the preface and has overcome this

limitation with some of the drawn parallels.

Omitting the obligatory physical and geographical characteristics of the region, with which the
book begins, it continues with an overview of the history of the region, with a view to the archaeological
heritage. Logically, the overview begins with the reforms of Diocletian and Constantine | the Great, that
is, with the 3rd-4th centuries. It continues with the barbarian invasions and the changes that followed
them, the conquest of this territory by the Bulgarian state in the first half of the 9th century, etc. The
restoration of Melnik as a military and strategic center from the 9th century onwards, as an important
fortress that controlled the passage along the Struma River, is emphasized. Then, the author suggests,
based on some earlier research, the Basilica of St. Nicholas was restored, which is one of the “seven
cathedral churches” built by Prince Boris-Michael after the baptism, according to Theophylact of Ohrid
(late 11th century - early 12th century) and which fixed the administrative structure of the Bulgarian
Church in this period. She correctly quoted the author of this opinion (V. Nesheva), but it is not even a
hypothesis, since there is no evidence for it. The issue cannot be considered definitively clarified, but
some grounds must still be indicated. The same applies to the hypothesis that this region is under the
jurisdiction of the “Great” bishopric of St. Clement of Ohrid. It is based on an idea of Petar Koledarov
(repeated in more recent times by H. Matanov and sporadically by other authors), which is based mainly
on several episcopal notices, without taking into account their dating and principled conservatism. If
Melnik was such a large church center in this period, then the question arises where was the center of
the bishopric of St. Clement, if not in it? Moreover, against the background of the following hypothesis
that it became a bishopric at the time when the patriarchate was in Prespa, based on the assumption that
it was present in the inscriptions from the patriarchal church "St. Achilles” that have not reached us!
Which is also hypothetical enough. I am examining this perhaps marginal issue of the monograph, this
is not its main purpose, but it is related to the issue of the dating of the church "St. Nicholas" that has

been examined in detail!

Another purely historical question that is relevant to the archaeological heritage is that of the
changes in the settlement network after the Ottoman invasion. The author has well shown the changes
that occurred in some areas (Sredna Mesta), the comparison with other areas where there are no such
changes (Sredna Struma and Razlog), and this explains to a large extent the development of church and

monastery construction in these areas.



There are also controversial statements in this part, which are perhaps the result of imprecise
expressions. Such is, for example, the statement that “the Ottoman government did not violate the
territorial structures of the parish structures and no parallel Muslim religious structure developed” (p.
30). Parish structures, of course, were not determined by the Ottoman government, and the development
of a Muslim religious structure did not depend on the Christian one, but on the number and condition of
the Muslim population in the places. Such statements are the offspring of a strong historiographical
tendency, which, based on newly published Ottoman documents, is weakening, but can still be found in

historiography.

The third part of the introduction is devoted to the history of research on the topic. The author
is well acquainted with the historiography of these studies and the review is sufficiently complete. It
must be noted that the literature is significant, especially as it concerns some parts of the researched
region, e.g. Melnik. Here a remark can be made regarding the arrangement of the review, as the general
works on the history of the Bulgarian Church (e.g. the works of B. Nikolova and O. Todorova) are

separated from the general review.

The first chapter is devoted to church architecture during the First Bulgarian Kingdom. The
author quite correctly considers this issue on the basis of continuity with the architecture of late
antiquity, represented as a type of church building most often by the basilica. A detailed review of the

early Christian churches in the region has been made, which gives the basis and depth to the research.

The following is a part dedicated to the development of church architecture on the territory of
the First Bulgarian Kingdom, where a synthetic overview of the church buildings known so far from
this period is made. A classification of these buildings is made, which is important for the study of
church architecture in the studied region. The reason for the predominance of the main church type in

this period, the basilica, is explained, both functionally and in terms of the services performed.

Based on a detailed review of the literature and the history of research, the thesis is advanced
that the most famous church in the region — the Basilica of St. Nicholas in Melnik, which is late antique,
was restored during the First Bulgarian Kingdom. The architecture of the church, which repeats the plan
of the older building, as well as the changes it underwent, is examined in detail. Parallels are pointed
out. The question of the status of the church during the First Bulgarian Kingdom is raised again, which
issue cannot be definitively resolved, considering that V. Nesheva’s idea that the church was one of the
seven cathedral churches after the Baptism is unacceptable. The author quite rightly assumes that there
is no evidence that Melnik was an episcopal center during this period. The conclusion is also important
that among the churches studied in the outer city of Melnik, there is not a single one that dates back to
the 9th-11th centuries, which is quite indicative. The Basilica of St. Nicholas is the only one in which

there is evidence of an early medieval construction period. Only two more churches can be added to



them — the single-nave church in the Shipotsko area, near Bansko, and the triconch church in the village

of Kulata.

The interesting triconch churches, such as the one in Kulata, for example, with parallels in
Greece, Serbia and Romania, are also examined in detail, although in Serbia and Romania, if we use the
modern names of these territories, they are later. Perhaps attention should be paid to similar churches in
the territory of modern Albania, and in particular its southern part, which was under Bulgarian rule in
this period. This supports the author's conclusion that these churches are found mainly in the western
parts of the Bulgarian state. At the end of this chapter, a summary is made, deducing the typology of
church buildings in this region. The second chapter is devoted to church architecture in the region during
the Byzantine period and the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. Changes in the social structure and their
impact on church architecture are noted, both for the Byzantine period and for the Second Bulgarian
Kingdom. Changes in church construction, which are due to functional reasons related to worship, have
also been traced. Such is the conclusion, for example, that the conchal churches during the Second

Bulgarian Kingdom were primarily monastic, and served the purposes of monastic worship.

Properly researched region is divided into two parts — the Struma valley and the Mesta valley,
thus achieving at least two goals — the places with a concentration of church buildings are highlighted,

as well as some local features are identified.

Melnik is examined in detail again, a large church center at that time, episcopal and then
metropolitan, the place with the greatest concentration of churches in the region (half of all church
buildings in the region during this period). This is quite understandable, since Melnik at one point
became the center of an independent possession, and its ruler, Despot Alexiy Slav, was a generous donor,
as befits an independent ruler. Quite naturally, attention is again paid to the church “St. Nicholas”, which
became episcopal and then metropolitan. An important detail here is the construction of a bell tower and
the installation of a bell, the earliest found in our lands, which brings extremely important information

about the emergence of this very important element of the church ritual on the Balkan Peninsula.

This part of the second chapter examines in detail, with the history of the research, the other
churches from this period in Melnik — “St. Haralampiy” (“‘St. Archangels”), the famous “double church”;
“St. Bogoroditsa Spileotissa”, also known from the sigil of Alexiy Slav, also with a double nave; “St.
Bogoroditsa Pantanasa” (although I don’t know what “autonomous in the diocese of the Nevrokop
Metropolis” means?!); “St. Paraskeva”; “St. Peter and Paul”; “Vedenie Bogorodichno”; “St. Nikola
Stozhki” (the New Metropolis); “St. Marina” etc. The Rozhen Monastery “Nativity of Christ” has also
been added to them, the construction of which is also associated with Despot Alexiy Slav. Separately,
the churches in the Petrich region, as well as in other settlements along the Struma River — Lagodazh,
Drenkovo, the Troskov Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”, near the village of Brestovo, Simitli

Municipality; “St. Trinity” near the village of Krupnik (probably the seat of the Krupnik Bishopric), etc.



are examined. It is extremely important and useful that all church sites in this region have been
registered. The same applies to the churches along the Mesta River. The largest number of such sites is
attested in the famous village of Dobarsko (Nedobarsko), which is associated with its proximity to the
Rila Monastery. The chapter ends with a summary of the typology of churches during the Second
Bulgarian Kingdom. Of the 34 registered churches from this period, 18 are on the territory of Melnik.
Outside it, 16 churches are described, of which only 4 are from the Mesta River, which is an extremely
interesting conclusion. The individual types of church buildings are examined, highlighting the
predominant types. The reason for the appearance of some church buildings of a rarer type (such as the
so-called two-nave churches, with all reservations about this term) is explained, which is most often
sought in the functions of the respective church. A conclusion is drawn and the question of the absence
of cross-domed churches in the region under consideration is raised, which, however, may also be due

to the terminology used by the author.

The third chapter is dedicated to church construction in the late Middle Ages, or in other words
during the Ottoman period. It is organized in the manner familiar from the previous chapters — an
introduction to the changed historical conditions, a general overview of church architecture in the
Bulgarian lands for this period, then the distribution of monuments in the studied area and finally

deriving a typology of churches.

Here | have some reservations about the historical introduction, where the conditions are
considered rather one-sidedly, and in a sense the results of the studies do not correspond to the outlined
picture. This is of course due to a certain inertia in the historical studies of this period, with the
description of a catastrophic picture. However, these studies are developing, the author knows some
newer ones, and could use them more actively. She has cited examples of the conversion of churches
into mosques ('St. Sophia" and "St. George" in Sofia), there are many others, but there are also cases
when the thesis of the mass conversion of churches into mosques immediately after the conquest is not
confirmed. Such as the church "St. Sophia” in Ohrid, "St. 40 Martyrs" in Tarnovo, the fictional church
"St. Petka" under the Dzhumaya Mosque in Plovdiv, a similar case of Tsarevets in Tarnovo, etc.
Obviously, this issue must be approached individually. Otherwise, in the presentation itself, she
correctly notes that the conversion and the general appearance of mosques is directly related to the
settlement of a Muslim population in the region, as a result of resettlement or Islamization. Further down
in the text, she also notes that in Melnik there is not a single case of the conversion of a church into a
mosque, nor is there a mosque located in this region. Since there is no Muslim population, there is
obviously no need for mosques. At the same time, there is such a case in the village of Debren, Garmen
municipality, where the church of St. George was converted into a mosque, apparently in connection

with the Islamization process in the area.



This part also addresses one of the main issues of church construction during this period, namely
that churches often do not differ from ordinary houses, domes and bell towers disappear, sunken
churches appear, and single-nave churches predominate. One of the answers most often given is Islamic
law, without citing texts from it. The author has also cited opinions that seek other reasons for the sunken

churches, e.g. folk traditions.

It is categorically not true that until the end of the 16th century there was a ban on the
construction of new churches and the restoration of old ones. There are enough examples of churches
and monasteries from this period, including from large centers (see, e.g., the Church of the Dragalevski
Monastery, the Kremikovsky Monastery, etc.), and re-dating the buildings will not work. The author
has referred to older literature, but this only means that the sources should be selected better. She herself

says below:

"Regarding the construction of churches during the first centuries of Ottoman rule, it should also
be borne in mind that a greater number of newly built temples appeared in rural settlements. This is due
to the fact that in places inhabited only by Christians, such as the village of Drenova, the Church could
benefit from the permissive aspects of Islamic law relating to Christian cult construction” (p. 253). The
same is the case with the churches south of Razlog, which were built or rebuilt in the first centuries of

the Ottoman conquest (p. 262).

The same applies to a widespread legend among the people, which in a strange way has also
penetrated into scientific research, that the doors of the churches were made low so that a Turk on
horseback would not enter.

This also applies to statements such as that in the churches of this period there are deviations
from dogmas, a certain freedom in depicting iconographic scenes and the use of elements of the so-
called folk art (p. 226). Of course, church painting during this period is changing, this process has its
explanations, but to claim that there are deviations from dogmas is at least controversial. And of course,

in the 16th-17th centuries it is too early to perceive the peculiarities of the incipient Bulgarian Revival.

Another interesting case that the author has examined is the appearance of large niches on the
western facade of the churches, which emphasize the main entrance. She has cited a number of examples
- the churches "St. Petka", village Vukovo, Kyustendil region, "St. Nikolay", village Studena, Pernish
region, "St. Archangels", village Goranovtsi, Kyustendil region, village Drenkovo, Blagoevgrad region,
Pisanata near the town of Razlog, among which are churches from the studied region. She has correctly
stated that in this way a kind of individualization of the buildings is sought. Here | would just like to
remind you that usually in the literature there is talk of a southern influence, running along the Struma

River.



The review then of the fate of individual church monuments is detailed and specific and in many
cases departs from the above-mentioned ideologemes existing in historiography. For example, the
destruction of churches and monasteries by earthquakes ("'St. Haralampi”, "'St. Virgin Mary Spileotissa™)

is noted, and not necessarily by the Ottoman authorities.

This chapter also ends with the distribution of churches by type, highlighting some very
interesting cases, e.g. of two-apse and again two-nave churches. Finally, there are also detailed diagrams

of the studied monuments, as well as well-selected photographic material.

After the Conclusion, the Bibliography is placed. | have already mentioned that the author has
worked with a huge literature, primarily archaeological and historical, both for individual monuments
and settlements, and for different periods. Of course, more literature can always be added. | would
recommend finding more parallels to the studied buildings outside the territory of present-day Bulgaria,
which | assume the author will do in the future. I will not recommend specific titles, although perhaps
the several catalogs of churches and monasteries published in recent years by the Institute of Art Studies
at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, where the monuments are studied comprehensively, as history,

architecture and painting, will be very useful!

Next is Appendix No. 1, which provides a typological classification of church buildings. After
it is Appendix No. 2, which is a catalog of the studied monuments, in alphabetical order of the
settlements in which they are located. This catalog, in my opinion, is extremely important because it is

very informative and user-friendly.

In conclusion, | would like to emphasize that despite the remarks made, the work is extremely
useful, and could fully fulfill its main purpose — Miroslava Georgieva to take the position of “associate
professor” at the Southwestern University “Neofit Rilski” in Blagoevgrad. For this, | will vote with

conviction and call on the esteemed scientific jury to support this choice!

13 X1 2025 prof. din Dimo Cheshmedzhiev
Sofia Cyril and Methodius Scientific Center

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences



